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Onlirie voting cost
alarms councillors

-

Council could be billed $75,000 for trial
By John Maslin
john.maslin@wanganuichronicle.co.nz

Wanganui district councillors have
agreed to try and be among local
authorities trialling online voting next
year but not without expressing con
cerns about the cost involved.
The Government wants to trial
online voting as an option in the 2016
local body elections and councils want
ing to be the guinea pigs have been
asked to indicate their interest.
Noeline Moosman, the Wanganui
electoral officer, said the council had
platforms in place to handle the online
voting. And she said the district's high
voter turnout could be another plus.
Ms Moosman said the electronic
voting process would not replace postal
voting yet.
Voting packs would still go out and
voters would have the choice of using
them or voting via a computer.
But the council could be up for a
$75,000 bill to trial the system. Ms
Moosman said that in 2013 the elections
cost $134,000 to run but that included
handling the voting for the Whanganui
District Health Board and a portion of
Horizons Regional Council. Those two
bodies paid about half of the total cost.
Councillor Rob Vinsen said other
councils could be part of the trial but not
Wanganui. "It could almost double the
cost of the election for the ratepayers.
You don't put in a formal expression of

"It's unfair to load
this cost on to local
authorities."
Mayor Annette Main

interest unless you're prepared to carry
it out. If we then say 'no', we're going to
look very silly," he said.
Councillors Jenny Duncan, Sue
Westwood, Philippa Baker-Hogan and
Mr Vinsen voted against the trial.
Mayor Annette Main said there was
a strong case to be made to have the
Government foot the bill for the trials at
least and she had spoken to ministers
about it. "It's unfair to load this cost on
to local authorities and I'm not the only
mayor to express concerns about
councils carrying the cost.
"But only last week we decided to go
with this and put funds into our 10-Year
Plan. We're only looking at an ex
pression of interest at this stage and
there's no guarantees it will actually go
ahead. This is about living what we're
saying about Wanganui being a leading
edge community," she said.
Councillor Jack Bullock said he
supported the trial because it reinforced
Wanganui as one of the Smart 21
communities promoting new techno
logies on the back of ultrafast
broadband.
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The Ricardo Beverly Hills brand offers many styles with
features galore.
This exclusive to BagWorld clearance sees these beautiful
bags on SALE at 50% off for a limited time.

BOOKWORMS: Katja Mokha (bottom), Leah Aiono, Imogen Maguire and Merle Chant are the
top young readers in the region.
PHOTO/STUART MUNRO 260515WCSMSTI:JOENTS2

Intermediate foursome
second in Kids Lit fmal
By Liz Wylie
liz.wylie@wanganuichronicle.co.nz

Four Wanganui Intermediate School
students were just two questions short of
winning the national Kids Lit reading
challenge final in Wellington last week.
Leah Aiono, Katja Mokha, Imogen
Maguire and Merle Chant said they are "a
bit gutted" that they will not be travelling
to Connecticut, US, to represent New
Zealand in the world final.
Southwell School from Hamilton won
the top national prize this year and will
represent New Zealand.
The annual literary quiz is co�!��!�<!_bx_\Y!1X��-Mills,_an_�d!l!!�tor _at

the University of Auckland, who hosts
the quiz and asks the questions.
"Coming second in the country is
pretty good but we were so close" said
Imogen.
The girls worked intensively with
school librarian Cathie Calman to pre
pare for the competition reading every
thing from classics to new publications,
picture books to graphic novels.
"We competed last year and won the
regional final but we came 14th in the
national so we made a big improvement
this year" said Katja.
The girls said they are still reading
avidly and agreed they prefer reading
print versions of their favourite books.
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PRICES SLASHED!!

Bags that were $89.99 to $119.99 are now
priced between $49.99 and $59.99

Exclusive top quality multi-functional handbags in many colour options

Visit BagWorld, 59A Victoria Ave, to see these
collections plus the largest range of luggage in Wanganui
- at prices that can't be beaten!!
Visit www.nzluggage.co.nz to see our in-store ranges

