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City drivers improve at buckling up
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'Restraint day'
checkpoints
really making
a difference

•

GETTING THE
MESSAGE:A
combined
operation in
Wanganui
yesterday was
aimed at
reinforcing the
message about
proper
restraints in
cars. Police
officer Melissa
Burroughs was
flagging down
the traffic on
Somme Parade.

By John Maslin

john.maslin@wanganuichronic/e.co.nz
It is taking time but the message
is getting through to Wanganui
drivers about using the proper
child restraints in their motor
vehicles.
That has been borne out in
another of the combined
Wbanganui Police, Plunket and
Horizons checkpoints on two of
the city's busiest streets yester
day.
Glenda Leitao, Horizons Re
gional Council Roadsafe co
ordinator, said it was the third
"restraint day" held in Wanga
nui this year and the message
was around the need for people
to buckle up and make sure
children were using the proper
restraints.
Ms Leitao said police were
also checking proper seatbelt
use, warrants of fitness and
vehicle registration. The
checkpoints went up in London
St in the morning and Somme
Parade in the afternoon.
She said Wanganui drivers
"have a bit of an issue" about
seatbelts and far too many were
forgetting to buckle in.
Four Plunket staff were
checking vehicles to make sure
that the correct child restraints

This week you have the oppor
tunity to see behind closed
doors at the Sarjeant Gallery Te
Whare o Rehua Whanganui.
Join us on a behind-the
scenes tour, look inside the
walls of the Queen's Park gal
lery to see how the building was
constructed, then explore the
nooks and crannies of the base
ment where the collection was
stored.
The tour will then progress
to Sarjeant On The Quay to
view the NZ Lotteries funded
storage racks filled with paint
ings in the temporary collection
store, offering a rare chance to
view some of the "mystery"
artworks that surfaced during
the recent collection move.
The gallery in Queen's Park
is a Category-I listed building
and is widely regarded as one of
the finest provincial art
galleries in New Zealand.
Following Henry Sarjeant's
(1830-1912) generous bequest to
build a gallery and furnish it
with "works of the highest art in
all branches as a means of
inspiration . . . ", the Wanganui
Borough Council ran a national
competition to find a design.
The winning design was by a
young architect called Donald
Hosie (1895-1917) from the
Dunedin-based firm of Edmund
Anscombe and Associates. In
1916, Hosie was conscripted to
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"The students said they'd come
across drivers seen in previous
checks who've now got the proper
fittings in place."
Glenda Leitao, co-ordinator

were being used.
Third-year UCOL nursing
students were helping gather
data for Plunket, a job the
students had done before.
"The students said they'd
come across drivers seen in

previous checks who've now got
the proper fittings in place. So
the checkpoints are obviously
making a difference," Ms Leitao
said.
"Police were giving drivers a
ticket for having the incorrect

[car seat] bolts, but if they get
the proper bolts fitted they don't
have to pay that infringement.
And Plunket fit them for free so
there's no reason for people not
to get the job done."
She said there had been a high
uptake on that service.
"But we're still getting some
really old seats that are out of
date. People don't realise these
children's seats only last a cer
tain period of time."
Ms Leitao said some parents
understood what the require
ments were but others did not.
"That's why we given them
information from Safe Kids NZ

about what size seats the chil
dren should be in.
"They can always go to
Plunket if they're unsure."
She said people were still
buying children's seats that were
not suitable for the family
vehicle.
"The European cars seats are
too big for most of the Japanese
cars we see on our roads so these
checks make sure owners are
getting the right information,"
Ms Leitao said.
The checkpoints would con
tinue to be used "because we've
found they are making a differ
ence".

Opportunity to take tour
of behind-scene areas
By Jennifer Taylor Moore
Curator of Collections
_S�rjeant Gallery_
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Share your story
• Do you have a story
about the Sarjeant Gallery
that you would like to
share? If so. please
contact Redevelopment
Project Administrator
Vivien Lindsay on (06) 349
3138, or at
vivien.lindsay@sarjeant.
org.nz. To learn more
about the gallery's
redevelopment project and
interim relocation: people
can pick up the 'Help
Support Our Sarjeant'
brochure available from
Sarjeant on the Quay, 38
Taupo Quay; visit
www.sarjeant.org.nz; or
contact Vivien.

fight in World War I, and was
in
action
killed
at
Passchendaele on October 12,
1917, three weeks after the
gallery foundation stone was
laid. The building was opened
by Prime Minister William
Massey in September 1919.
Ninety-six years on, the gal
lery building is showing signs of
deterioration with cracks in
ceiling beams and masonry ,
losses from the interior. The
back-of-house tours provide an
So the public is now being
opportunity to see the building
in its current state and gain an encouraged to come along and
understanding of why it is being see why we are working so hard
redeveloped and earthquake on behalf of the city to see that
our iconic building and the
strengthened.
The redevelopment plans in wondrous taonga it holds are
clude climate control for exhi available and accessible for
bition and collection areas, future generations.
improved storage to allow for • Behind-the-scenes tours are
future growth, an auditorium from l.30pm to 3.30pm
for events, a purpose-built edu tomorrow; Saturday, May 23;
cation space, and mobility and Sunday, May 24. Pre
access for the public.
bookings can be made at 38
Fund.raising is well under Taupo Quay and there is a
way with the bulk of funding maximum of 10 people per tour.
coming from outside Wanganui, The cost is $20 per person, with
and a grand reopening is refreshments supplied. Please
planned for the gallery's centen note, the tour includes stairs
and walking.
ary in September 2019.
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CEILING: The dome ceiling at the historic Sarjeant Gallery in Queen's
Park.
PHOTO/ SARJEANT_GALLERY_DOME..CEIUJPG
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BASEMENT: The Sarjeant basement is part of the behind-the-scenes
tour.
PHOTO/ SARJEANT_GAUERY_BASEMENTJPG
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