
Vision 2025 - Strategies for Whanganui's 
Economic Development 

Adrian Dixo� Wan
ganui & Partners Man
ager. spoke at the first 
UCOL Business lunch 
time Forum 'on 'Strate
gies forWhanganui•s 
Economic Development 
- Vision 2025. • He used
terms describing Wan
ganui as '1eading edge,"
"'not following the pack,,,
"'magnetic place of abwi
dance and appear and
describing Vision 2025
as "dynamic, aspirational
stuff." He said the Wan
ganui was "resounding
with community spirit,, 

\-i.rith its people ''pulling
in the same direction..,,

He then outlined some 
of the approaches which 
they are implementing. 
They wclm.fu 

• Setting up a capi
tal marlcet.,. pcoviding 
start-ups with access to 
imnovative capital 

• Working with par1ners
such as UCOL, training 
institutes, schools and 
1-Wl. 

• Developing a digital
directory of IT services 
available in Wanganui 

• Working on an inno
vation quart.er 

• Building a Busmess
Mentor programme 

• Preparing proaotive
business proposals to 
enc.ourage companies to 
establish branches or to 
i-elocate here 

• Revitalising a busi
ness friendly approach 
within Council with the 
aim of being •'the best 
council in New Zealand 
to deal with.n 

• Checking out a
possible international 
advisory board with the 
assistance of oth& pub
lic organisations such as 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and T.rade. 

• Telling Wauganui's
stories in media such 
as the NZ Herald and 
the National Business 
Review. profiling cnr-
1 eut socc�sful loc:al 
businesses_ 

Adrian also referred to 
demogn1phic changes 
impacting not only on 
Wanganui� but also 
much of the world. es
pecially an ageing popu
lation. He suggest� 
that it should be seen as 
an economic and social 
opportunity_ With new 
technology and improv
ing medi� services� 
living in your own home 
for- longer,. is becoming 
much more likely. 

This will lead to refits 
of homes. the downsiz
ing of food packaging, 
the provision of better 
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transport and delivery 

services and arthritic 
fuendly equipment. With 
the maturing of many 
Kiwi Saver accounts, 
retired people �ill have 
greater access to dispos
able income_ 

He referred to a 
regional growth strat
egy which is due to be 
rele.ased in Jun�. This 
will help identify op
portunities to use the 
land around Wanganui 
more effectively. in his 
view. Adrian suggested 
that there we.re oppor-

tuni..:es - oat fannio · �Y. mg .. � g_ 
manuka plantings lead
ing to honey production 

and the de-velopment oi 
more unusual crops for 
export. 


