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Research identifies new path
to economic control for iwi

CHAMPION: Benet Kumeroa scooped four national titles.

Kunteroa
beco01ing
known as a
chantpion

BENET_KUMEROA

Talented teen�ger excels with
weightlifting titles in Auckland

F

OURTEEN-year-old
Benet Kumeroa is a
young Maori sportsman
quickly making his mark.
The youngster recently
picked up four national titles at
his new sport of weightlifting.
Taking up the sport just18
months ago after impressing at
athletics -where he claimed
shot put and discus titles-and
football, Benet trains at
Auckland's Functional Strength
gym under the guidance of
Commonwealth gold medallist
Richie Patterson.
A student at Auckland
Grammar School, Benet is a
direct descendant of Whanganui
with links to Parikino, Koriniti,
Matahiwi and Otoko.
His grandparents Walter and
Heather Kumeroa were
shearing contractors in the
Whanganui region and Central
Otago, and he and his parents,
Chris and Jacqui Kumeroa,
frequently come home to the
awa.
At the recent championships
in Auckland, Benet-who
weighs in at 91kg-competed in
the 9 4kg class and took out two
snatch titles (he already had one
in the bag), the clean and jerk
and won the overall title for
combined weight lifted.
He managed to snatch 74kg
and clean and jerk 91kg -his
own body weight-with a total
score of165kg combined weight.
Richie Patterson has him on a
strict lifting routine which sees
Benet at the gym five days a
week.
"He practically lives there,"
says dad Chris. "But it helps
build character outside the

Critical success factors for Maori
economic development are
identified in the report on a three
year research programme by Te
Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi
in partnership with Te Rt1nanga o
Ngati Awa and Nga Pae o te
Maramatanga.
The report He Mangopare
Amohia: Strategies for Maori
Economic Development will be
launched at Mataatua, Te Manuka
Tt1tahi, in Whakatane today. He
Mangopare Amohia details the
findings of Te Tupunga Maori
Economic Development Research
Programme, undertaken with
support and research funding from
Nga Pae o te Maramatanga with the
aim of transforming Maori/iwi
economic development.
Distinguished Professor
Graham Hingangaroa Smith led the
research programme, and the four
participating iwi -Ngati Awa,
Ngati Kahungunu, Te Whanau-a
Apanui and Ngapuhi-brought
their insights and aspirations to the
research.
Professor Smith, who hails from
Whanganui, said the project asked
critical questions derived from iwi
and reflecting the interests of
Maori, iwi and community.
"Our intention is to address the
significant silence and absence of
Maori and iwi answers to the
question of 'what counts as
transforming Maori and iwi
economic development?'
"A key issue for Maori and iwi is
greater self-determining influence
over the models of development
that they utilise, and ensuring that
these models appropriately reflect
their economic interests and also
their social and cultural
development aspirations. The
power to self-develop is a key
strategy.
"We need to give more attention
to the enactment of the Maori
economy, to its ownership by the
people, and therefore the
transforming potential of the
persisting high and
disproportionate levels of Maori

"Maori and iwi
expectations are
not simply focused
on the bottom
line."
Distinguished Professor Graham
Hingangaroa Smith, research
programme leader

PROJECT LEADER: Whanganui
educator Distinguished Professor
Graham Hingangaroa Smith.

PHOTO/RLEAJ10210SPLWANAN01

social, economic and cultural
underdevelopment.
"Maori and iwi expectations are
not simply focused on the bottom
line; they are also simultaneously
focused on the impacts on the
people and culture. When
economic, cultural and social
outcomes of success are attained as
'joint outcomes' then we are more
likely to be achieving Maori well
being," Professor Smith said.
"An important issue for iwi self
development has been to ensure
that iwi governance is not devolved
to subgroups such as economic
subcommittees.
"An issue here is the capacity
and capability of the governance
group itself and the necessity to
have economic expertise at the
rfinanga level in order to maintain
an authority and direction over
those responsible for growing and
sustaining the wealth of the iwi.
"There was insufficient

-

attention by some iwi leadership to
social and cultural outcomes for iwi
members and an imbalanced
emphasis on wealth creation.
"Our concern is also for the
prosperity of the nation as a whole,
given that this outcome is
inextricably linked to Maori
economic development and
success.
"The answers are within
ourselves; our struggle should not
be so much for self-determination
as it should be to be self
determining; our struggle for
change should be ongoing, an
every-day, every-moment
concern."
The director of the research
office at Awanuiarangi, Professor
Annemarie Gillies, said the
research comprised a series of
interlinking projects, each with its
own set of objectives.
"The initial research sought to
establish aspirational frameworks
and models for Maori economic
development culminating in the
identification of transforming
principles that underpinned a
range of strategies and models
used by iwi and Maori
organisations, with a summary of
'best practice' insights from iwi.
"All of these projects will help
iwi to enact the Maori economy
within their own culturally defined
parameters," she saiC

• The full research report can be

viewed at:
http://www.wananga.ac.nz/he
mangopare-amohia-em.pdf
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COACH: Commonwealth gold
medallist Richie Patterson.
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home-and what better way to
do this than under a current
champion such as Richie."
Benet eats pretty much as
much as he can handlesometimes that means five
meals a day-with protein
powder for additional
supplement.
As well as being his coach
and mentor, Patterson is a bit of
an idol for Benet, having won
the gold at the 2014 Glasgow
Commonwealth Games and
having also represented New
Zealand in the Beijing and
London Olympics.
Benet's next targets are the
open North championships and
the national secondary schools
champs while, long-term, he has
his eyes on following Patterson
by competing at Olympic and
Commonwealth Games.

NGAPORO WAIMARINO
FOREST TRUST
MEETING NOTIFICATION
Only Hunters who are Owners/
Descendants of Ngaporo Waimarino
Forest Trust Lands may attend
Wednesday - 10th June 2015 6.30pm
Saint Mary's Church Hall
Seddon Street, Raetihi
Hunters - Registration on Arrival
AGENDA:
1. Karakia
2. Mihimihi
3. Introduction to Hunting Policy
4. Hunting Calender for 2015
www.ngaporowaimarino.maori.nz
Contact Environmental Team Leader
Don Robinson - 021712751
donrobinson@xtra.co.nz

Hui on the Marine and Coastal Area
(Takutai Moana) Act 2011
The Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 replaces the
Foreshore and Seabed Act 2004 and balances the interests of all
New Zealanders in our beaches and coastline.
The Office of Treaty Settlements invites iwi, hapO and whanau and
interested members of the public to a hui where you can learn about the
key provisions of the Marine and Coastal Area Act.
The hut wlll be at the followlng dates, locations, venues and times:
3 June 2015, Otaki-Otaki Racecourse, 12-2pm
3 June 2..015, Palmerston North-Palmerston North Library, 7-9pm
4 June 2016, Whanganui-Kingsgate Hotel, 12-2pm
4 June 2016, Hawera-The-Hub, 7-9pm
S June 2016, New Plymouth-Copthorne Hotel, 12-2pm
Further Information

...

Further information about the Act is available at justice.govt.nz/maca.
If you have any queries about the hui or require more information on
the Act, please email maca@justice.govt.nz or call Harley Spence,
Marine and Coastal Area Manager, on 04 494 9769.
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