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'Stunning' rescue saves tra1npers
• Continued from pl

slick and hard that four of the
hikers fell and slid varying dis
tances down the mountain, sus
taining fractured bones, cuts and
bruises from,razor-sharp ice, and
the onset of hypothermia."
The other four went for help
and contacted police about
5.30pm.
Police, the rec;cue helicopter
and St John paramedics - as
well as 12 Ruapehu Alpine
Rescue Organisation members
- worked together in the dark to
find the missing four. They were
airlifted off the mountain about
8pm.
Mr Every said there was a
"carpark" full of people on
standby to help with the rescue,
and a "full contingent" of
rescuers prepared to climb up if
bad weather meant the helicop
ter had to turn back.
"The four individuals were
scattered down the western
slopes of the mountain, unable to
move from where their terrifying
slides down the mountain
stopped.
"By this time they were all
separated and were perched on
the icy slopes between 6500 feet
and 7000 feet in altitude."
National Park Constable
Conrad Smith said darkness had
"well set in" by the time they
found the group, and night vision
goggles were needed.
Cloud also added to the haz
ards, but it cleared enough for
the helicopter to get in.
"To give an idea of how solid
the ice was, one of the rescuers
used their ice axe to attempt to
anchor themselves, however this
twisted completely out of shape
and was unusable," Mr Smith
said.
"This was a very technical
rescue with significant risks and
the highly-skilled rescue team
did a fantastic job given the
conditions."
Mr Smith said it was unlikely
the group would have made it to
the morning given the cold and
the wind chill which was "well
below zero".
"Unfortunately the party of
eight were not experienced, un
prepared for the elements, and
were using gear that was not
suitable.
"I can't stress enough that
being properly prepared could
save your life. Winter is here and
winter alpine conditions can be
dangerous, and it's paramount
that the correct gear and experi
ence is required to go with that
environment."
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Under-age sex alleged
A man charged with having a
sexual connection with a
14-year-old girl will enter a
plea on July 7. The 26-year
old Turakina man appeared in
the Whanganui District Court
on Tuesday on one count of
sexual connection with a
young person. Judge David
Cameron granted bail.
Letterbox fire probed
An investigation is under way
to find who set an Aramoho
letter box on fire yesterday.
Fire officers were called to
Paterson St at ll.30am to put
out the fire. There was no
damage to other parts of the
property but senior station
officer Gary Wilson said it was
suspicious and police were
looking into it.
Plane trees to go

SAFE AND SOUND: Pilot Nat Every (left) with volunteer crewman Barry Shepherd and three of the rescued
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trampers.

"I can't stress
enough that
being properly
prepared could
save your life.
Winter is here
and winter alpine
conditions can be
dangerous"
Constable Conrad Smith

Mr Every described the res
cue as a "stunning effort".
''It was a bloody good thing to
be involved in."
He and another crew member
picked up some of the trampers
from hospital yesterday and said
some of them could "barely walk
upstairs" and were covered in
cuts and bruises.
One had stitches across his
face. The fourth was transferred

Central District police
respond to many calls to
help people ill-equipped to
tramp in the National Park
area.
This latest incident was
just one of about 175 search
and rescue callouts Central
District police have
responded to since July
2014. Of those, 46 were in the
Ruapehu area.

Selection of cards $1
All shop fittings, shelving
& counter at sale prices

An excellent trip
Whanganui River Adventures
has received a certificate of
excellence from Trip Advisor.
The online tourism review
website awards such
certificates to businesses
which consistently rate well
on the site. Of the 67 reviews
on the Whanganui River
Adventures page, 60 are
excellent and seven are very
good, the top two ratings.
Operators Ken and Josephine
Haworth were pleased with
the award. "To get this is a big
plus for us and we are pretty
rapt about receiving it." Mrs
Haworth said. "I know we get
some really, really good
reviews on Trip Advisor."

Tramper callouts

to Rotorua Hospital.
They were "extremely grate
ful" "humble" and "lovely
loveh kids", and gave Mr Every
and the other crew member hugs
with tears in their eyes when
saying goodbye.
While he said the trampers
had made some bad decisions,
Mr Every said it didn't matter
"who's right and who's wrong"
and described them as "kids
doing a good, wholesome ac
tivity" and "living life to the
fullest".

Two plane trees are being
removed from Ridgway St,
between Victoria Ave and St
Hill St, as part of the
Wanganui District Council's
on-going tree management
plan for the city's central
business district. Once
contractors have cut down
the trees, the stumps will be
removed and two young plane
trees planted.

Mother given bail

BEYOND USE: This ice axe became
too twisted to use when a rescuer
tried to anchor it in the hard ice.
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A woman accused of
assaulting her 10-year-old son
will enter a plea to the charge
next month. The 27-year-old
Waverley woman is alleged to
have assaulted the child on
June 8. She appeared in the
Whanganui District Court on
Tuesday and was remanded
on bail to July 7.

