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Council votes to keep pool liquid
By John Maslin

john.maslin@wanganuichronicle.co.nz

A lifeline has been thrown to the
last of the city's suburban swim
ming pools, with the Wanganui
District Council voting to spend
$375,000 over the next five years
upgrading the Wanganui East
pool.
This commitment stands out
in a plan which �0es the council
making debt reduction a key
target in the plan it signed off
after two days of debate this
week.
Overall, it means rates will
rise an average of 4.1 per cent in
2015-16. Residential rates will lift
an average 3.7 per cent, farming
7.9 per cent and commercial 5.1
per cent.
Councillors decided the rate

increase will be allocated en
tirely to reducing debt. It will see
$3.3 million peeled off existing
debt in the coming 12 months.
Mayor Annette Main said the
council would be repaying debt
in eight out of 10 years, some
thing that had not occurred since
1999.
She said that would give
future residents and ratepayers
choices about how the district
developed without being
harnessed to huge debt.
Apart from the Wanganui
East pool, other key decisions
included a reaffirmation to build
a wastewater plant that was both
affordable and environmentally
responsible; $4 million for earth
quake strengthening of the
Sarjeant Gallery; similar work
on council properties to bring

them to minimum quake stand
ards; and the sale of joint fores
try assets.
The proposal to sell some or
all of its pensioner housing port
folio is still on the table.
Councillors reconfirmed that
pensioner housing would not
require ratepayer funding, but
decided to work with a commun
ity group to review the best use
of the portfolio.
And, as flagged in the
Chronicle last month, a new
council-controlled trading organ
isation is being set up, under
W anganui District Council
Holdings, to run a new aviation
business venture at the city's
airport. Details of that venture
remain under wraps.
Ms Main said; "This plan will
help meet the challenges we face.

Doing the same things and
hoping for a different result is no
longer an option."
Getting the council to a point
where it was financially
sustainable meant reining in
debt, she said.
"At the same time we need to
look after what we already have
that makes our district a place
which works for all of us. I have
confidence that the vision we've
adopted is our road map to
achieve this."
She said it was a balancing act
trying to keep debt in check
without stifling expenditure in
areas the community expects.
"It's about looking at different
ways of doing things.
"It's to keep people feeling
like things are happening in their
city even though we're not

Couples say 'we do' to Wanganui
By Catherine Gaffaney

Getting married in Wanganui
was "a no-brainer" for old girl
and former Wanganui Collegi
ate School teacher Yvette
Douglas.
Her big day was one of 168
weddings in Wanganui last
year - a five-year high for the
district.
According to Statistics New
Zealand, 168 couples married
in Wanganui last year - an
increase of 20 from 2013, and 17
more than five years ago.
Mrs Douglas, nee Baldwin,
now lives in Hawke's Bay but
says Wanganui is still very
special to her.
"I'm from Wanganui and
my parents and grandparents
still live there.
"We had the wedding in the
Collegiate chapel with Rever
end Richard Evans, who was
Reverend when I went to
school there."
Mrs Douglas, who taught
history at Collegiate and
worked at the girls' boarding
house, married Jon Douglas on
August 16.
"It was a really nice day.
The other good thing about
Wanganui is it's a really
reasonably priced place to get
married - some places can be
astronomical."
Nationally, there were
20,125 marriages last year 888 more than in 2013.
There were 19,639 opposite
sex marriages and 486 same-
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spending a lot of money."
Ms Main said the council
wanted people to come and live
here not only because of low cost
housing and ultrafast broadband
to run their businesses, but
because the city could show off a
lot of other things that matter to
people.
"We can't attract them here
and then close the Sarjeant Gal
lery or the museum or the Opera
House."
The council received 257 pub
lic submissions on the draft
10-year plan and heard from 66 of
them.
There were a number of ideas
flagged at the hearings and the
council will work to develop
some of the concepts raised.
The council meets on June 30
to adopt the 2015-25 10-year plan.
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BIG DAY: Yvette and Jon Douglas were married at the Collegiate
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chapel last year.

sex marriages, and a further
2507 opposite-sex marriages
and 391 same-sex marriages
were registered to overseas
residents.
It was the first full year of
marriage
same-sex
registrations since the
Marriage Amendment Act

came into effect in August
2013.
The number of same-sex
civil unions dropped sig
nificantly in 2014, with couples
opting to marry instead.
Only 19 same-sex civil
unions were registered to New
Zealanders in 2014, down from

121 in 2013, while there were
277 more same-sex marriages
last year than in 2013.
Meanwhile, 8171 married
and 63 civil union couples
divorced in 2014. Just over one
third of couples who married in
1989 had divorced before their
25th wedding anniversary.
Celebrants Association
president Elizabeth Bennett
said several factors affected
the number of marriages.
"A lot of people are delay
ing when they get married.
Women are having a more
prominent role in the
workforce, people travel more
than they used to, and so on."
The association had noticed
the increase in same-sex
marriages.
"Members certainly noticed
fewer civil unions taking place.
There was quite a number of
couples who came from Aus
tralia to get married here
because same-sex legislation
hasn't passed there yet."

20%0FF

PATCHWORK
FABRICS

II Ph;�:
v

Philp-Wrights

34584871anui

Email: philpwright.fabrics@xtra.co.nz

PRIDE
OF***
NZ *

@

MAERA MAKI-ANDERSON
2014 EMERGENCY SERVICES
AWARD WINNER
Maera saved the Kaingaroa
Volunteer Fire Station ffom closing
by recruiting and training
members herself.

