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Briefly
Rural roads take hit
Rural Wanganui people can
expect lower standards of
maintenance on their roads for
the next three years. The New
Zealand Transport Agency is
reducing its contribution to the
district by $1.4 million from
2015-18, and Wanganui District
Council has decided not to make
up the difference.
Poll closes soon
Time is running out to nominate
people and businesses in
Mainstreet Wanganui's Best of
the Best Poll. It can be answered
online by going to
www.mainstreetwanganui.co.nz
and clicking on a link. It closes
on Sunday and results are
announced on June 26.
PR workshop

BLAST OFF: Student Waisake Lewenilovo tests the cardboard motorcycle made by Dominic Furket (left), Glen Northcott, Matt Ward and Joseph
Sherman-Mendez.
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Bike a great idea on paper
By Liz Wylie
liz.wylie@wanganuichronicle.co.nz

Wanganui City College techno
logy students had a rare treat
on Tuesday - seeing a card
board motorcycle ridden in
their classroom.
The bike, constructed by
WelTEC engineering students
Dominic Furket, Joseph
Sherman-Mendez, Matt Ward
and Glen Northcott is powered
by hand drills and driven by
wooden gears.
Mr Furket said the project
was set by tutor Rudi Zettler
and the brief was to create the
bike from cardboard and power

it to travel for a distance of five
metres.
"We spent 80 hours putting it
together using a hot glue gun
and pva glue to stick it all
together."
Teammate Sherman-Mendez
said the shape of the bike was
inspired by the movie Tron and
shapes were cut out using
knives and scissors.
"It is within your capabilities
to do something like this
yourselves - assemble a team
you can work with and hope
you don't kill each other in the
process," he told the City
College students.
Mr Ward, the lightest mem-

ber of the team, demonstrated
riding the bike but Mr Furket
said it was strong enough to
take the weight of each individ
ual team member.
"We experimented with the
corrugations in the cardboard
and found they were stronger at
certain angles" said Ward.
Mr Zettler said it was the
first time he had set the chal
lenge and the four students had
excelled at the task.
"They weren't given a
budget. They had to fund it from
their own pockets and they
went all out to fill the brief.
"Previously students have
made little cars propelled by

rubberbands and I wanted to
give these students something
large scale that would test their
design abilities."
Wanganui City College head
of technology Chris Donaldson
said when he heard about the
bike he asked if it could be
brought to Wanganui for a visit.
"We had changed the focus
for our Year 12 and 13 Design
Technology classes from a
challenge to innovation and this
bike is a great piece of
innovation.
"A number of our students
build mini-moto bikes each year
and there was a lot of interest in
the cardboard bike."

City growing as tourism destination
• Continued from pl

of visitors - 80 per cent of
them, in fact - were classified
as "domestic", meaning they
were New Zealanders.
She said the impressive
result was due to the visitor
strategy developed with Visit
Whanganui - Wanganui Dis
trict Council's regional tour
ism organisation - and the
positive results could be
sheeted back to targeted ad
vertising in the lower North
Island.
"For over a year now the
trend has shown increasing
number of visitors to Wanga-

nui, both through the commer
cial accommodation monitor
and figures collated by the
city's i-Site on Taupo Quay,"
she said. "In December last
year the percentage increase
in commercial guest nights for
Wanganui was the highest in
the North Island at 32 per cent.
And the highest numbers of
visitors and revenue were
recorded for January at the
i-Site since 2010.
"The same 'top of the table'
results for the North Island
also occurred in February this
year," Ms Cheyne said.
There had been an 18 per
cent increase in total guest

nights this March compared to
March last year which was
double the overall result
across the country, she said.
"People are realising just
how much there is to do in
Wanganui, how easily access
ible a location we are and there
is a sense of discovery of a new
place to visit or see again.
"Working within a wider
economic development strat
egy and Whanganui and Part
ners, we're seeing a lot of
Kiwis taking a new look.
"International visitors are
travelling more independ
ently, our events are building
bigger profiles and we're a

great spot to have a confer
ence," she said.
Adrian Dixon, manager of
Whanganui Partners, said it
needed to be remembered that
tourism contributed $87
million annually to the district.
"The benefits from this in
come flow through the entire
community helping raise the
prosperity levels across the
board," Mr Dixon said.
The Visit Whanganui board
and Whanganui and Partners
continued to work with the
local tourism industry and
others to improve the visitor
experience and create more
reasons to come to the region.

Sustainable Whanganui is
hosting a workshop on how to
write and present press releases
for the media. The Wanganui
Chronicle's deputy editor, Anna
Wallis. is the guest speaker for
the presentation, which will
include a question and answer
session. It will start at 10.30am
on June 22, in the education
room of the Whanganui
Resource Recovery Centre. All
welcome.
Bridge work goes on
Construction continues on a
replacement for Wyley's Bridge,
on the road to Mangamahu. An
official opening is planned for
the first week in August.
Best foot forward
Sports stars and Kiwi
personalities are putting their
best foot forward for the about
300 New Zealanders affected by
motor neurone disease, in a
nationwide event launched this
weekend. Sunday, June 21, is
Motor Neurone Disease Global
Awareness Day. The Walk 2
D'Feet MND. in September, is
part of global awareness day.
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Community work for hammer threat

By Melissa Wishart
melissa. wishart@wanganuichronic/e.co.nz

Someone owed Blair Alister Morley
money, so he showed up at their house
with a hammer.
He has since discovered that is not the
best way to settle debts.
Morley appeared in the Whanganui
District Court on Tuesday where he

pleaded guilty to possessing an offensive
weapon and speaking threateningly.
He had lent $1500 to the victim, but
$1300 was still outstanding, defence
lawyer Anna Brosnahan said.
Morley had contacted the victim saying
he was going to smash her or her car
windows, and then showed up at her Delhi
Ave address on May 22 with the hammer,
police prosecutor Sergeant Drew

Morrison said. He hid the the hammer
under a floormat before going to knock on
her door, but the victim refused to open up
as she was afraid for her safety and that of
her three children.
Ms Brosnahan said Morley had "some
history of threatening-type behaviour".
Judge David Cameron sentenced him
to 100 hours of community work and
ordered the destruction of the hammer.
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