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PIPE POWER: This organ's a mass of bits now but Garth Stevenson (pictured) said he will have it up and running in a month.
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gifted to the Westmere Presby
terian Memorial Church, which
itself is undergoing a major
earthquake strengthening and
makeover.
The Reverend Bruce Thomp
son, a retired military chaplain,
saved the organ from being
dumped by a Porirua church
some years ago. Before that it
had been in the Wellington
Mission to Seamen building, but
now be has donated it to the
Westmere congregation.
• Continued p3
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Visitor numbers on the rise
Overnight guest figures are up 15.7 per cent on same period last year

By Regan Schoultz
More visitors are heading to
Wanganui, giving the local econ
omy and the accommodation
sector a substantial boost.

Guest nights for February
were up 15.7 per cent from
February 2014, according to Stat
istics New Zealand's latest ac
commodation survey.
That translates to a rise from

16,403 guest nights to 18,986,
while visitor arrival numbers
have also increased 16.3 per cent,
jumping from 9410 in 2014 to
10,948 in 2015.
The survey records the num-

ber of guests staying in hotels,
motels, backpacker accommo
dation and holiday parks each
month. Each guest night is
equivalent to one guest spending
one night at an establishment.

Whanganui
Regional
Museum director Eric Dorfman
said a change in approach to
wards tourism had helped boost
the accommodation sector and
bring more people.
"We are beginning to see the
• Continued p3
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Scientists don't
expect action
despite rise in
tremor activity

The Wanganui Ratepayers'
Association's revival moves a
step along and will hold its
annual meeting at 7pm next
Thursday in St Peter's Church
hall. Koromiko Rd.Greypower
Wanganui president Graham
Adams said phone calls over
the past few days indicated
growing support including
from some central business
district retailers.

Citizen tour gig
Trinity Roots will play
Wanganui's Savage Club Hall
on May 22during its Citizen
tour.The tour promotes their
latest album Citizen, the third
for the Wellington-based
reggae masters and first since
reforming.

Grant to society
HOmNG UP: The Wanganui Crater Lake reached nearly 40 degrees last week.

come from lots of different
signals,it's really difficult to nail
down which one this is. It could
just be gas moving through the
volcano."
Historically there was no link
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Scott said. Meanwhile, Mt Rua
pehu remains at volcanic alert
level 1.
"It's pretty much situation
normal. It's Ruapehu doing what
Ruapehu does."

between tremor and volcanic
eruption,however,it is one of the
signals before volcanic unrest.
"This may or may not result
in something later on. There's
absolutely no consistency," Mr

Guest numbers up across the board
results of a focus that began
about four years ago," Dr
Dorfman said.
"At that time, we in the
tourism industry in Wanganui
were facing a number of
challenges, including a lack of
recognition internationally and
nationally and a poorly co
ordinated industry.
"Our approach has been to
know our visitors well so as to
ensure our efforts are targeted
most effectively."
Dr Dorfman said the Wanga-

Ratepayers' revival

Governor-General Sir Jerry
Mateparae will be in Wanganui
on May 23 to officially open
the Bushy Park Wetland.The
afternoon will include
entertainment, speeches,
stalls and tours of the
homestead and forest.

zaryd. wilson@wanganuichronicle.co.nz
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Vice-regal opening

By Zaryd Wilson

Recent tremors and fluctuations
in lake temperature is just "Rua
pehu doing what Ruapehu does ",
according to a volcanologist.
GNS Science released data
last week which showed tem
perature of the Mt Ruapehu
Crater Lake had reached almost
40 degrees. The lake is in a
heating phase which started in
late 2014, when the lake was 15
degrees. It reached a peak of
over 40 degrees in late January
before dropping again.But it was
back up to 40C last week.
Meanwhile,GNS has recorded
intermittent, moderate-to-strong
levels of volcanic tremor at Mt
Ruapehu over the past few
weeks. It had been some of the
strongest in the past eight years.
GNS volcanologist Brad Scott
said it was not easy to tell what
was causing the tremors but it
was of little concern at this stage.
"Volcanic tremor is one of
those very difficult things to
track down," he said. "They
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February's accom
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modation data is
February 2015, and
consistent with ours
Tourism New Zea
- Wanganui visitor numbers land chief executive Kevin
have been trending up for quite a Bowler said a growing market of
while."
international visitors and the
New Zealand-wide, national worldwide popularity of the

Hobbit films had contributed to a
boost in the accommodation
sector.
"You can see in the data that
the international guest nights
are the fast-growing area. They
are up 8.6 per cent and what we
are seeing is an increase in
arrivals from a lot of different
markets."
"Arrival growth right through
summer has been very strong ...
The emergence of a stronger
middle class in developing
nations like China and India and
then the halo effect of the Hobbit
films have also had an impact."

Patching up organ cinch for restorer
• Continued from pl
It's now in the workshop at Mr Stevenson's Durie Hill home, arriving there last
week ''in a thousand pieces ".
As well as restoring organs he is an
accomplished player and is organist at St
Paul's Presbyterian Church in the city.
"This project is a baby.From what I can
gather there's 12 6 pipes in this one and it
stands about 8ft (2.4m) tall."
That's shaded by the 3000 pipes of the
Wurlitzer organ he is also restoring in his
workshop. Most of the organs Mr Stevenson has worked on have between 1000 and
1200 pipes but there have been bigger
ones. "I did work on the Salt Lake City
Tabernacle organ years ago and that bad
22,000 pipes."
He believes this project will take about
a month to complete. "The bellows need
releatbering. They're well over 100 years
old.Some other bits and pieces need small
repairs and there's a spaghetti of lead
tubing to be touched up."
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air through the pipes but now an electric
blower takes care of the manual work.
"It was built in the 1800s,that much we
know, and made by the Positive Organ
Company in England I've worked on a few
of those organs before," he said.
Mr Stevenson hasn't got working plans
but he knows enough about this type of
organ to put it together without any
template to follow.
Meanwhile work is progressing with

memorial to those from the district who
served in World War I.
Church spokesman David Bennett said
the back wall of the brick church hao been
removed. "It was always a timber wall,
unlike the rest of the building. We suspect
that,due to the very tight building budget
of the time,the back wall might have been
left 'soft' to provide for a future extension," Mr Bennett said.
·- The church was built for $240 in 1924.
He said the back wall had to allow
steelwork to be put in place to bring the
building up to earthquake building
standards. "We're replacing this back
area with a new foyer ... We were trying
to extend this foyer roof structure so that
the organ could be fitted in there in a
mezzanine floor, but had had problems
with Historic NZ,who want the building to
basically stay appearing as it always
was."
Stage two of the project will see the
existing community hall linked to the
church and a new combined entrance to
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BayTrust has given the
Tongariro Natural History
Society $25,000 to fund the
part-time work of its
conservation co - ordinator Kiri
Te Wano. Project Tongariro
has an annual budget of
$6 5,000 and the society
turns that money into
$300,000 to $400,500 worth
of conservation outcomes
each year.Last year 5000
volunteer hours were put in.

Writer In house
Writer Robin Robilliard will be
speaking at the Alexander
Research Library in Wanganui
at 6.30pm on May 19.The
octogenarian's memoir, Hard
Country: A Golden Life, tells of
her time in Golden Bay,
starting in the 19 50s. Entry is
by koha. with proceeds going
to Aramoho Kindergarten.

Lakes tests clear
The last testing of Dudding
Lake and Lake Wiritoa for the
season shows they are safe
for recreational use. Horizons
Regional Council staff will
begin testing again in
November.

HOt fCHfSTfR BORROWS
MP FOR WHANGANUI

INVITES YOU TO A PUBLIC MEETING WITH
THE RULES REDUCTION TASKFORCE
Come tell us about those loopy property
rules that are frustrating you and
getting in the way of sensible ideas.

WHEN 11 May 2015
TIME: 10.00 am
WHERE: Auditorium
Wall Memorial Hall
Whanganui.
PHONE. 06 348 9150
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